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The C-guide, the global platform of reference developed in Spain for the dissemination of the most outstanding contemporary architecture around the world, forms part of the programme of activities of the Spanish Pavilion at the Dubai Expo
· Launched in late 2019, the global guide to contemporary architecture, C-guide, is the result of the collaboration between the Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea (Foundation for Contemporary Architecture) and the Cosentino Group. 12 cities are included in this year’s edition (London, Los Angeles, Sydney, Paris, Barcelona, Amsterdam, Chicago, Dubai, São Paulo, Córdoba, Shanghai and Cape Town).
· The content is now available for free on the web platform www.c.guide and the app for mobile devices (iOS and Android).
Córdoba and Almería, 5th November, 2021.- The presentation of the C-guide, the global guide to contemporary architecture launched jointly by the Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea and the Cosentino Group, took place as part of the ‘Architecture Summit’ programme of activities, sponsored by Acción Cultural Española and the Directorate General for Urban Agenda and Architecture and which was held at the Spanish Pavilion of the Dubai Expo on November 2nd and 3rd.
Hosted by Miriam Llano (Marketing Coordinator for the Middle East), the event included the presentation of the new spot of the guide and a demonstration of its use and possibilities by its coordinator, Jorge Martín. The event was also attended by Rafael de La-Hoz, Trustee of the Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea and Coordinator of the C-guide scientific committee, who highlighted the unique features of this tool “which aims to consolidate itself as a global platform for the knowledge and recognition of the most outstanding contemporary architecture around the world”. He also announced for the first time the ambitious project on which Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea is working with the collaboration of the Directorate General for Urban Agenda and Architecture of the Spanish Ministry of Transport, Mobility and the Urban Agenda (MITMA, in Spanish).
The project, known as ‘ARCA Plan’, consists of the implementation of a comprehensive methodological strategy for the protection of Spain’s contemporary architectural heritage on a local scale, promoting the identification of valuable architectural works, as well as their social and legal recognition by including them in the list of protected sites and areas.
This was followed by the announcement of the Dubai projects included in the guide, among which the Expo Pavilions stand out. Dubai thus joins the C-guide with 78 projects, including six with the highest rating (CCC).
This city, which emerged from the desert, built its first skyscraper in 1979 -from which point onwards projects are eligible for the C-guide- and has since become one of the world’s leading references for high-rise architecture. Works by major firms such as the Index Tower by Foster + Partners or the Cayan Tower by SOM contribute to the city’s skyline. It is also worth mentioning the Burj Khalifa Tower, which at 830 metres high is the tallest building in the world and is definitely a landmark in the city. 
Dubai’s interest in becoming a global tourist destination can be seen in an architecture of great formal expressiveness that aims to make urban spaces more attractive. Buildings such as the Opus by Zaha Hadid or the new metro stations by Aedas are examples of this iconic desire for contemporary architecture in the city.
 

Another of the city’s strategic commitments for the future is to promote cultural activity. Works such as the Concrete Arts Centre at Alserkal Avenue -designed by OMA as a centre of creation in the middle of an industrial area-, or the Etihad Museum and the Jameel Arts Centre, are examples of high quality architecture designed to promote culture and art in the city. 
This is the context for the Dubai Expo, which is a unique event to reflect on the places we live in and to think about their future, focusing on sustainability. The Dubai Expo, in which Cosentino is participating as a partner company for the construction of the Spanish Pavilion, also constitutes a great opportunity to analyse the consequences of the drive for development and to propose strategies that are consistent with the local territory and culture and in line with the UN’s New Urban Agenda.
Important architectural firms from all over the world are represented through the different national and themed pavilions. C-guide, as a guide with a global vision that is constantly being updated, could not miss the event to include the most outstanding works and contribute from architecture to the conversation about the future of our cities.
The event ended with a round table discussion featuring Nicolás Maruri, architect at Temperaturas Extremas and creator of the Spanish Pavilion; Eva Castiñeira, from Acción Cultural Española; Roberto García, from Andrew World; and Miriam Llano, on behalf of Cosentino.
More information about C-guide
Resources:
_Demo Use of the Guide
· PICTURES AVAILABLE FOR PUBLICATION
· Demo Use of the C-guide
· Dubai projects included in the C-guide
· Spot C-guide 2021
· Website: www.c.guide
· App (iOS)
· App (Android)
· Video: C-guide in Spanish
· Video: C-guide in English
· Spot: C-guide in Spanish
· Spot: C-guide in English
· Social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram): @cguidearch
Projects

Given its contemporary subject matter, C guide only includes works built from 1979 onwards, providing a perspective of 40 years that helps to reflect on global architecture as a whole. The works included in the guide are chosen by a scientific committee from the Foundation of Contemporary Architecture, who take into account three categories of interest:

1. Global-local tension: projects with two opposing views that look to reinforce the local specificities of each city and/or that are more inclined towards representing the world’s spatial homogenisation.

2. Symbolic function: projects that generate collective participative processes, spaces that symbolise the emergence of geographical identities and/or places that have generated a special relevance in the collective imagination because of their appearance in cinema or the media.

3. Public space: works that play an urban role – in particular those that become a meeting or exchange point in the city and/or that play a crucial role in our understanding of today’s cities.

The projects included in C guide are classified into three categories:

· C: Very good architecture. Don’t miss this site if you are in the area

· CC: Excellent architecture. A must-see site if you are in the city

· CCC: Outstanding architecture. Don’t miss this site no matter where you are

Users can participate

Each project in the guide features its own image gallery (some also include plans or drawings of the design process) and a file that includes a description of the work, the designer, year of construction, location, category (C, CC, CCC), how easily you can visit it (if you can visit it, if it’s visible from the street, scheduled visits or unavailable for visits) and tags (that help you understand them and which are put forward by the C guide committee as well as by the users themselves). The platform offers users the ability to perform a quick search, considering the same parameters included in the file for each project.
About the Cosentino Group
Cosentino Group is a global, family-owned Spanish company that produces and distributes innovative, high value surfaces for the world of architecture and design. As a market leader, it works with clients and partners to devise and create forward-thinking solutions that provide design and value, while inspiring people’s lives. This objective is possible thanks to pioneering brands that are leaders in their respective segments, such as Silestone®, Dekton® or Sensa® by Cosentino®, innovative surfaces that create unique spaces and designs. The group’s development is based on global expansion, a ground-breaking programme of research and development, respect for the environment and sustainability, and its ongoing corporate commitment to society and the local communities in which it operates, promoting training, equality and occupational safety. From its headquarters in Almería (Spain), Cosentino Group markets its products in more than 110 countries, with its own sales and distribution facilities in 30 of these. Cosentino has eight manufacturing plants (seven in Almería and one in Brazil), one intelligent logistic centre in Spain, and 140 sales and distribution facilities around the world. More than 90% of Cosentino Group’s revenues are generated in international markets. www.cosentino.com
More information: Pilar Navarro. Communication Department – Cosentino. pmnavarro@cosentino.com 

About the Foundation for Contemporary Architecture
The Foundation for Contemporary Architecture was founded in 2002 as an initiative developed by a group of professionals interested in promoting contemporary architecture. While the foundation is therefore private, it is committed to promoting public awareness of the influences over the living conditions of its citizens. 
The headquarters of the Foundation for Contemporary Architecture is located in Córdoba, a city that has fostered a remarkable relationship between city and contemporary architecture in recent years. However, the scope of development and interest in the foundation’s activities reaches national and international levels, without geographic limitations and, according to the thematic order, the aim is to establish the broadest cultural and interdisciplinary debate possible. 
The foundation has three objectives related to contemporary architecture: research, promotion and creation.
https://www.arquitecturacontemporanea.org/
For more information: Carlos Anaya. Programme Coordinator, Foundation of Contemporary Architecture. anaya@arquitecturacontemporanea.org 
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